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Nei ghbor hood WATCH PROGRANV SUCCESS: At the rate drugs have been
clearing up in our own area, AND assum ng sonme of it could be fromthe
Wat ch Prograns: VALLEJO NEI GHBORHOOD WATCHES COULD HAVE DRUGS OFF THE
CI TY' S STREETS BY THE END OF 1988. HI NDRANCES W LL COVE FROM PCLI TI CAL
SOURCES AND HOVES WHERE THESE POLI TlI CALS HAVE | NFLUENCE AGAI NST
CONSTRUCTI VE ATTI TUDES. "They just nove to other areas" is nostly to
condition us to feel helpless, to drug the non-user, dishearten the
Wat cher AND Val | ej o.

WHAT HAS HAPPENED? It is difficult to account for our success when
| amequally sure that many another |ocal Vallejo Watch has these sane
i ngredi ents of careful fearlessness and personal dedication. For over a
year there had been at |least 3, often 10 druggies, at every alley and
street intersection on Sutter north from Tennessee. Dec' 87-Jan' 88,
after the new City Adm nistration cane into power, there were ROUTI NELY
50 TO 100 IN THE 3 BLOCK STRETCH; spread to four corners of al
i ntersections, both sides of private fences, congesting sidewal ks,
under private houses, blocking the streets. Com ng and goi ng: Mercedes,
Porsches, Al pha Roneos, fur-wearing, all the signs of noney, buyers AND
di stri butors.

PCLI TI CAL: Ed Meese, US Attorney General, Dept of Justice, all in one
day about end of February "busted" about 150 nmjor deal ers across the
nation and seized $3 BILLION in drugs. Biggest drug bust ever in the
hi story of the world. Overnight, within 12 hours, the newspapers and
the TV "newsies", including our own Vallejo-Tinmes Herald began frying
hi m for sonme nonexi stent trunped-up charges, |ike not having his
shoel aces tied right. Many of our liberals in Congress began to clinb
on the "Kill Meese" bandwagon. PCLI TI CAL?

CI TY MANAGER PERFORVANCE AND ATTI TUDE: The "performance" of the
CITY MANAGER is evaluated by CITY COUNCIL twice a year, June (at Budget
Hearing time for his raise) and Decenber. Regardl ess of the bluster
parades and fast shuffles fromCty Council chairs, the CTY POLICY is
set by Cty Council. VPD operates on basis of regulations. Those of
their regul ations which are based on POLICY conme fromthe CITY
MANAGER S office. The only access the people of Vallejo have to those
policy decisions is through Cty Council. That access occurs by naking
witten and/or verbal comments to City Council nenbers. City Manager is
fairly sensitive to City Council balance of power. He has to be. His
job depends on it. The just previous City Manager forgot that just
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once. That was the tine he put up the dike on the north side of H ghway
37 after 2 major very damagi ng fl oods, one right after another of the
trailer parks and businesses there. He was fired inside a few nonths.
That di ke was not in the "Policies and Goal s" of the adm nistration he
was serving. CITY POLITICS IS CITY POLICY. Gty services may conme next.

The NEI GHBORHOOD WATCH PROGRAN uses 3 skills you used in high
school

1. Learning who bel ongs (near your hone) and who does not.

2. Reading the behavior of those who belong and those who cone into
your "personal space" (neighborhood) with the view of your
personal safety.

3. Deciding what to do with what you read: Keep it to yourself, tel
famly, a friend & or an authority?

LOCAL: I n our inmedi ate nei ghborhood there is continued inprovenent on
the streets. Neighbors now are beginning to get a WHOLE NI GHT of sl eep
and until their alarnms go off. Wiile sporadic nighttinme "attacks" by
druggies still occur, the after dark shootings, blood on the sidewal ks
and all-night drug rel ated noi sy behavior by the "neighbors" has gone
way down. One man, under siege in his home for four years now reports
t he si ege has been broken. He is our Davey Crockett.

OUR NEI GHBORHOOD POLICY IS DRUGC FREE STREETS. OUR GOAL |S A WN-WN:

About 15 to 20 years ago sonme of us here in Vallejo becane
concerned about the ANNUAL RIOTS at Vallejo Senior H gh School. These
were sponsored in part by sonme of the Bay Area TV station "news" crews.
We did sonething. An eight session instructional programof 1-1/2 hours
each was given to 20 Hi gh School teachers to teach in their classroons.
It resulted in cessation of the riots. It did what it said it was for.
One bonus reported by those teachers was a nmajor cutback in classroom
drug usage. One of the tools learned for self-regulation of personal
behavi or on canpus was the "OK Corral: Gid for Wiat's Happeni ng."
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This "OK Corral: Gid For What's Happening" is a tool for reading
behavior. It was part of that school's pro-education, anti-riot, pro-
self-restraint, anti-drug program That programdid not require any
$100, 000 federal grant. |IT WORKED NOW Those students did learn how to
read behavior better. No nysterious psychol ogy, counseling or testing.

OK CORRAL: GRID FOR WHAT' S HAPPENI NC

You Are OK
A
GET-AWAY-FROM GET-ON-WITH
Moving away from the neighborhood. WIN - WIN
DRUG FREE STREETS
Clean up OUR Neighborhood
NSQOK < > | Am OK
GET-NOWHERE-WITH GET-RID-OF
Legidated:
“Socia Drug Programs.” 1. “Say NoTo Drugs!”
Being Disheartened. 2. Arrest drug dedlers.
The local, Section 8 HUD Housing 3. Evict drug dealers from
Office. neighborhoods.
v

You Are NOT-OK

Qut of the four choices shown in the "OK Corral"”, our WN-WN Goa
is seen to be a GET-ON-W TH Goal . So also i s our PQOLICY

LEGAL EVICTI ON AI DS for those serious about unloadi ng your near-by drug
deal ers, for those who have repeatedly watched trafficking in & out of
a near by house and owners/realtors who will not budge for your calls.

Most |andl ords and real estate firnms eventually were responsive to
our requests. This was especially after the Cty Police & Fire
Marshal |, County Public Health and Welfare Child Protective Services
had been called a fewtinmes. Then with a few personal calls to the
owner by the variety of our different voices, nost felt the heat enough
to do sonething besides "trying". W concentrated on one house, then
anot her.

HARDENED CASES: W had anong oursel ves wat ched dozens of drug
transactions take place at a particularly resistant pair of houses. To
our calls, those owners were always "trying" to persuade the dealers to
| eave. These owners BECAME UNBEARABLE. Wil e these owners kept on being
trying to us, we kept on witing down AND saving our records of exact
times and | ocations and physical descriptions of the pairs, trios in
their dealings and |icense plates when seen. W continued calling the
police with reasonable conplaints and informati on AND kept a record of
our VPD calls & their response tines. Wth this collection in our own
records we then wote the followng letter to the owners of those 2
houses with the signatures of four of us fromthe Watch. W reconmend
at least two "Watchers" sign the letter, nore believable, nore inpact.
We sent these by US Registered Mail, return receipt requested.
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LETTER:
To: Nanes of all owners |isted From Menbers
at the Assessor's Ofice North Sutter Street
Address(to which tax Nei ghbor hood Wat ch
statenent was sent)
Date:

Sirs:

1. You have been identified by the Sol ano County Assessor as owners of
Parcel Nunber XX-XXX-XX, located at (street address) in Vallejo.

2. This is to notify you that the inhabitants of your property have
been repeatedly observed dealing in drugs and selling to people
passi ng by and to occupants of identified autonobiles. These events
have been reported to Vallejo Police Departnment on nunerous
occasi ons.

3. There have been repeated nights when those |iving near your property
could not sleep, reported to the Vallejo Police Departnent, because
of people fromyour property disturbing the peace.

4. Those occupying your property have for several nonths been creating
condi tions hazardous to the health, welfare and safety of others
living in this nei ghborhood.

5. You are hereby requested to take those actions needed to abate the
nei ghbor hood nui sance and hazard posed by those occupyi ng your
property.

6. As you are aware, you as the owners of this property are both
civilly and crimnally liable for the events at and on this
property.

7. It is hoped that you will heed our request and hel p us inprove the

living conditions of our neighborhood in which your property al so
l'ies.

Si gned, (Qur four nanes and addresses).

Menbers of North Sutter Street Nei ghborhood Watch

Vallejo City Attorney

Vallejo City Police Depart ment
Vallejo City Mayor And City Council
Val l ejo O fice, Sect 8 Housing

Sol ano County Assessor's Ofice

Sol ano County Cerk's Ofice

Sol ano County District Attorney

Sol ano Co Board of Supervisors

US Dept Housing and Urban Affairs
US Attorney Ceneral's Ofice
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RESULTS: To date in 2 cases where this action was taken, owners have
beconme nore effective in cleaning up their properties. Qur goal is to
cl ean up hazards to health and safety in the area and to persuade non-
resident owners to participate with us in this goal

PCLI TI CAL: Sure, Mare Island was (still is) a lucrative market. AND the
radi cal powers behind the powers that supervise the drug traffic in our
town are nost interested in getting our nuclear deterrent subnarine
base cl osed down. By infecting the personnel there with drugs (and

Al Ds?) they are but one step closer.

POLI TI CAL: Saturday, 01/23, the day after our area's 1st neeting with
the Mayor, Harry Ernst talked to US Attorney Gen, Joseph Russoniello,
about our street drug problems. M. Russoniello sent Harry a copy of
the letter he wote to David Levi, Sacramento office of the US Attorney
Ceneral. SURE! Drugs are political! Sone of you will recall, Harry was
your ot her candi date running for Congress agai nst Boxer in 1986. AND
he's running again. For those who are dedi cated Boxer and/or Denocratic
fans: Which is nore inportant? An effective, for-real Drug Abatenent
District AND Program FOR VALLEJO AND VALLEJOANS OR bei ng a DEMOCRAT?
What counts? Political Party ORresults with drugs? After all, for you
personal ly too, how nuch is it GET RID OF THE DRUGS | N THE NEI GHBORHOOD
and how much of it is political? YOU GETS WHAT YOU VOTES FOR

AFTER Russoniell o was contacted by Harry Ernst, THEN David Levi,
US AG of Dist 97, Sacranmento was invited to the Exchange Club for Apri
8t h.

VWHAT' S HAPPENINC? It's a bit weird to see it, but the supervisory drug
deal ers thensel ves seemto be sone of those patrolling the 7/El even at
601 Tennessee St, keeping it swept clean of the retailing druggies.
There are periodic sudden dealing flurries that take place, eg Friday
01: 10 AM 05/06/88. Then they just as suddenly scatter, 80% up past 1614
Sutter into the Washi ngton Park area. Safe?

On 05/05/88, for the first time in years | saw a nother out with
her 4 small ones, for a daytine stroll on the 600 bl ock of Tennessee
Street.

Meanwhi l e, 5 blocks fromus, in Vallejo Gty Park, WATCHERS and
nei ghbor hood cry out in anguish, bleed on the streets. Resident at 432
Loui si ana severely beaten behind his house in Packard Alley by soldiers
of the Drug Warlords (9:00 PM Tues 05/10/88). Arrests? W do not know.
Qur newspaper is silent on the matter. What political judge will be
hearing that case, if there are arrests? City Park area is flooded by
deal ers, nostly from Washi ngton Park Nei ghborhood Associ ation's area.
PCOLI TI CAL GOAL? "It is not until the Crest itself is free of drug
deal ers that any nei ghborhood can feel sure they have cured their own
drug problem Wen the druggers are forced out of one place they go to
anot her and then back into Country Club Crest as their final refuge
(LM 04/12/88)." W need not tolerate drugs anywhere in Vallejo.

Franklin H. Ernst Jr., M.D. 50f 6



Neighborhood Watch Talk #2

HEALTH AND SAFETY HAZARDS FROV ADJACENT AREAS: Since our area has

i nproved, we have beconme nore acutely aware of how "non-Watch"

nei ghbor hoods infest and infect adjoining areas. For the past 12 weeks,
80% of the daily druggies hitting the 7/El even at Sutter & Tenn St have
been com ng out of the WAshi ngton Park Nei ghborhood Associ ation area.
They are routinely comng and goi ng past 1614 Sutter St just before the
shoppi ng center. W do not see any Nei ghborhood Watch signs in the

w ndows of that area's residents, - 700 plus individual residences,
Florida to Tennessee, between Broadway and Sonoma. Maybe for themit is
not yet unbearable. Anyone traveling Louisiana east from Sonoma up thru
late April had no problemidentifying where the drug dens were: 710,
712, 730, 732, 734; typical deal er-Iooking personnel draped all over
the stairs and front yards. Local nanager of WACO finally realized
these jungles had to be cleaned out. On 04/18/88 & 04/19/88 he evicted
them Qur heartfelt thanks to Jim Kuykendall. Too bad it was raining

t hat day.

Communi ty Resour ces:
Vall ejo Police Dept 648-4321. Mayor 648-4377.
Maryj ane Szal an, Naborhood Watch Program VPD, 648-4397, 648-4399.
City Manager 648-4575.
County Assessor 429-6281.
{ Verify the tel ephone nunbers }

Signed, F H Ernst Jr., M D., PO Box 3009, 94590; 643-6611
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