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NEI GHBORHOCD WATCH IS A "W N - WN'

Through the persistent efforts of our |ocal Block Captain we now
have a Nei ghborhood Watch up and going in the Sutter St area, from
Uni on Square, south to Tennessee Street at the 7/11 Store. W in our
area are nost appreciative of the initiative, persistence and
dedi cati on of M. Antonio Thonas.

We do not share the Mayor's "I feel hel pless about crinme on the
streets, too" (01/22/88, City Hall). W do not share the Nayor's view
that "There's very little can be done about daytine burglaries where
everyone in the nei ghborhood goes to work.” (City Council, Comrunity
Forum 03/01/88). Insistence seens to be on discouragi ng the popul ace.

That "forever" den of drug deal ers housed in the second floor of
1705 Sutter is currently pretty nmuch cleared out since m d-February.
We'l|l keep watching it. "The price of freedom (from drugs and crine)
is eternal vigilance." Maybe we should run Chief Galvin for Congress.

It seens to nme Nei ghborhood Watch Programis one of the best ways
for the free and the self-governing people of our City to take matters
into our own hands. So far City Council is not considering an
ordi nance to require us to have a permt to have a Nei ghborhood Bl ock
Wat ch. When and if that ever happens, we best show up en nmasse at City
Hal | to protest. Do not forget, we represent a very large voting
bl ock.

Since Maryjane Szal an, Vallejo Police Dept, tel ephone #s 648-4338
& 648-4397, first introduced us to Nei ghborhood Watch on 01/28/88 we
have becone much nore skilled at working with the VPD, hel ping the
police. AND their help to us has been real.

After two nonths of "trying", owner of 1710 Sutter has the
traffic of the crimnal elenment com ng and going there into that
apartnment AND t he basenent presently controlled. That crimnal group
was the second tenant in a row dealing drugs out of that place. The
owner has other rentals. 339 Illinois continues with its high vol une
of bodies in and out of the place.
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We are becom ng better at giving police the information they need
in order to identify what we see, eg red jacket, white cap, heavy or
I ight weight, bearded or not, gender, height, color of skin, color of
shoes, etc. W are getting better at assisting themto identify who we
have spotted, where we have seen the crimnal continue to return as if
to a stash, what part of their clothing we have seen themreach into,
license plate nunbers of "support" and repeated visit cars com ng
t hr ough.

Now we are working on identifying which houses these soci al
vul tures are using for their roosting perches. | recall md-January
one Saturday night about 1:00 AM a younger female no nore than 19
years old, if that, in the mddle of the heavy rain wanting to head
into 739B I ndiana (facing Reo Alley). Her black 6'-2" sl ender
"supervisor" at the door was heard telling her to get back out on the
street. She unquestioningly obeyed, rain, cold night and all. Now that
is some kind of obedience.

1911-1915 Sutter and 1919 Sutter St remain ranpantly, flagrantly
crimnally oriented and dom nated, drug dealing volune undi mnished to
the eye of the passerby. Saturday 03/06/88, 3:45 PM 1MZF633, new
Corvette, Mexican nale driver, 2 "NM passengers, stopped center of
street, arranging sonething with those on foot there. Several other
wi t nessed events al so personally recorded.

We now have 3 bl ock watches & captains, neighbors actively
observing, calling in to the Vallejo PD at 648-4321 when needed. A 4th
group is being spawned and a 5th | ooks like it has been conceived. One
added City streetlight is promsed by City for heavily trafficked
corner. "Nei ghborhood Watch" street signs are up.

Many of us have our | ocal maps made and are using them There are
seven new sets of personal porch lights going every night and nore
com ng. AND nenbers of our watches, to date, have been out 3 tines on
nei ghbor hood cl ean up wal ki ng "sweeps" of our street |ocally.

We are proud of our efforts to date but are not resting on any
| aurels. Qur battle cry is "W have only barely begun to fight." W
are getting to know each other by nane and face, who bel ongs and who
is transient. Sone "tel ephone chains" are in place. On 030788 at 5:30
PMthis witer was "net" at his backyard gate by a trio of NMfaces
new to the nei ghborhood; sitting, standing, as if waiting for the
witer's arrival. | was closely watched and studied with a practiced
and studi ed casual ness. One had a face alnost identical to Jesse
Jackson, nustache and all, wearing a new blue nylon blazer, another
kept his face averted, the third about 5'-8",155 pounds, bushy narrow
nmout hed nust ache. QGakland drug firms (Bl ack Panther participants?) are
not going to give up their Mare Island gold mne w thout sonme kind of
a tussle. Multiple neighbors here are aware of the Oakland ring's
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practice of dropping off carloads of "street dealer" kids for a day or
so to peddle for them shiny new cars and all. BUT this tine ny

nei ghbor saw t hem and knows what they | ooked |ike, too. He watched

t hem wat ching me. Three between 27 & 35, trim fit |ooking. Business
like in manner, neatly dressed.

Sone of us have been intrigued to see if we could pick out sone
kind of design as to what is happening locally over the |last few
years. Looking at a map of our area for the places of high
concentration of drug dealing we are inpressed by the shape of the
pi cture. Going from GVRD on Amador, north to Nebraska and the High
School, then west including Union Square at the north end of Sutter
and on the south, Washington Park on Chio St, Cty Park facing
Vet erans Menorial Building, then west, there is a narrowi ng down at
Branci forte and Tennessee. This fornms an arrow pointed at the
Tennessee entrance to Mare Island. The view of this area is best from
the top of Coghlan St.

One local crinme prevention resident reports personally witing
down inside 3 weeks or so, the license nunbers of 300 cars "shoppi ng"
around City Park a few nonths ago, EACH WTH A MARE | SLAND DECAL on
bunmper. Trusting, enthusiastic, perhaps a bit naive then, this |ist
was shown to a Mare Island enployee "friend" after 2 or 3 particul ar
police were not interested. This Mare Islander, "friend" that he was,
turned very enthusiastic when this unduplicated list was shown to him
"Here, let me have it. | want to show it to the authorities on Mare
| sland.” The l|ist, however, instead "got |ost forever", never was
returned to the naker. It appears to have been swal | owed up and
di sappeared into the caverns of the Island. This rem nds ne of a Mare
I sland civilian work force saying: "The drug use reporters don't work
there any nore." Then the question is: Only the drug users stay on?
VWhat is the priority of m ssions on Mare |Island? Submarines? Nucl ear
m ssi |l es? Drugs? Protecting the users?

Sonme of us attended the two hour presentation by nenbers of the
Washi ngton Park Nei ghborhood Association to Gty Council on 01/05/88.
This was about their troubles with the crimnal elenments that hang out
around their area. Sone excellent deliveries. Two el enments stood out:

1) The spokesnen for the Association in their demands, gained
agreenent fromthe Gty Council to look into shutting down
busi ness hours for stores in the area of Tennessee and Sutter.

2) Gty Council response was to de-enphasize Crine Prevention,
mentioning it as if in passing; use of the words "NEl GHBORHOCD
WATCH' were not heard by this witer. This form of Counci
response was quite simlar to that given to sone residents from
our area alnost a year earlier. | had not known about the
Nei ghbor hood Watch Programuntil our own Paul Revere brought the
message i nto our nei ghborhood. Then |I got a hold of a friend who
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had spoken in simlar despair to Cty Council about 1-1/2 years
ago. That friend told nme Nei ghborhood Watch is up and goi ng AND
NOW street events are in decent control where he lives. City
Council just does not seemable to communicate effectively about
the reality AND effectiveness of "Nei ghborhood Watch Prograns.”
It is, so far, as if the phrase "Nei ghborhood Watch Prograns”
were not on the approved City Hall list of ternms to be used in
publ i c.

Agai n, back to the 01/05/88 Cty Council neeting, while the nanes
of the 2 sworn officers in the prevention unit of VPD were given,

there was not one single nention of "Maryjane Szal an", longtinme police
assi stant known t hroughout our nei ghborhoods as one of our nost val ued
resources in the VPD. In fact, | do not recall her nane ever being
mentioned as a source of real help by anyone on City Council. To this

witer, it would seemlike a natural for the Washi ngton Park
Association to get active in this programand get the benefits from
it. Both CGmarron Hills and Gty Park Area to nmention only two, have
found this program nost useful for thenselves, inproving the
conditions on their streets, safety in their honmes and therefore the
val ue of their property. Springs Road out by Springstowne Junior H gh
School looks like it would be a real challenger to those people, BUT
does not | ook insurnmountable, at least to this witer.

Shutti ng down busi nesses and busi ness hours can only favor the
crimnal elenents. Drug dealers want the lights off. So too, do those
from Mare |Island buying their drugs want these lights off.

On the commercial side of events, as conpared to residential,
Li eut enant Paul Li ndemann of VPD Crinme Suppression, telephone #648-
4616, nmet with a small group of business owners and residents from
around Tennessee and Sutter on 2/26/1988. Attending were 2 of 3
em ssaries fromthe Washi ngt on Park Nei ghborhood Associ ation. So at
| east one trio there knows about the NHWProgram O ficer Phil Jordan
of Crinme Prevention, tel ephone #648-4344, also net wth sone of the
sanme busi ness people on 03/04/1988. Looks |like the blocks adjacent to
the 600 bl ock of Tennessee Street businesses are going to join up with
"Conmmercial Watch." 600 bl ock of Tennessee is nore "civilized" at this
point in tine.

One last itemfrom Nei ghborhood Watch tal k. W heard again
sonet hi ng nost of us already knew but had forgotten we could use to
our personal ethical and anti-crime advantage: THE OANERSH P OF
PROPERTY AND REAL ESTATE IS PUBLI C | NFORMATI ON. You don't know who
owns a house? Call County Assessor Ofice, Fairfield, 429-6474. Tel
them you are from a Nei ghborhood Watch Program Vallejo and need to
know t he ownership of a piece of property and where and to whomt he
tax bill is sent. They probably will not balk. If they do, then GET
THE NAME of the person you are talking to and then talk it up around
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your Area, in your block. Tell your Area Coordinator or get the nane
and tel ephone nunber of another area and ask around until you do find
sonmeone who knows how to get the assessor's office personnel to
respond with the information. Don't forget! The people in the County
Assessors O fice have the data available to pull up on conputer
screens right there in their office. Generally, once you have
established contact with soneone there, you can just ask for your
contact, tell themwho you are and what you want. Be reasonabl e when
you talk to them Blechschmdt's Ofice has a |ot of other things to
do.

Public I nformation:

We know who the owner of record is of 339 Illinois. Take a | ook
at it! W know who the owner of record is of 1710 Sutter. Take a | ook
at it! After two nonths, the trash "neatly" piled up against the
backyard alley fence at 1710 Sutter is finally gone. For 7 weeks it
did not seemto get any farther than inside against the fence. Garbage
trucks came and went on their regular weekly pick ups. Trash stayed
"safely" INSIDE the fence. Safely guarded fromthe garbage man?

Second floor of 1705 Sutter used to have a flock of "drugheads"
hangi ng out there. Not now for 4 weeks. W know who owns it and which
Vall ejo Real Estate firm "nanages" that property, who does the
screening of those rental applicants. One property owner | know owns
over 150 other rentals in town. But one fourplex in a high drug sales
area? He tells us he just cannot seemto get it under control. He
assures us he's trying. Yes, sonetinmes those who "are trying", get to
be very trying to the rest of us. How can you have 150 rental s and not
recogni ze troubl e?

We in our nei ghborhood south of Union Square in the Sutter St.
area down to the 7/11 Store on Tennessee St. are pooling our
i nformati on about those | andlords and real estate personnel who have
participated in these rentings. DO NOT FORGET property ownership is
PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON. Once the landlord has been identified frompublic
records you can call up his property managers to notify them of your
Nei ghbor hood Watch's concerns. Find out who you are talking to there,
who they nanme as being the responsi ble person to contact in that firm

| woul d encourage each Nei ghborhood Watch Area in Vallejo to
begin to conpile its own Regi ster of houses sheltering the crimnal
el enents. These lists fromeach area can then be brought together.

There is no legitimate reason why a city wide VALLEJO "REQ STRY
of HOUSES OF SANCTUARY FOR ELEMENTS OF CRI M NAL ENTERPRI SES" (Vallejo
HOSFECES REG STER) can not be established and mai ntai ned by our
voluntary group. It can be nutually shared anong all the NEI CHBORHOCD
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WATCHES t hroughout Vallejo. | amsure sonme very interesting patterns
will begin to energe. Yes there mght be static from official donm, BUT
if they did object who would they really be protecting? The drugs and
thugs in Vallejo may have sone formof highly placed protection in
order for crime to continue to flourish. Local housing for the
crimnal elenent is one of their Achilles Heels we can take aim at.

"Nei ghbor hood Wat ch Tal k" wel cones comments fromothers in
Val | ej o.

Call ne at 643-6611. Wite: F HErnst Jr. MD, P O Box 3009, Vallejo.

Franklin H. Ernst Jr., M.D. 60f 6



