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of Galifornia

h Cctober 26, 1984 the League of Vénen Voters of Marin Gounty hel d a
Candidate's night at the San Rafael H gh School Auditorium e of the questions
asked of the candidates was to cooment on the relative affordability of the "H gh
Frontiers" Antiballistic Mssile syster (ABM systen) as conpared to the
popul ari zed "Sar Vars" ABV system

Nei ther of the najor party candi dates had anything favorabl e to say about
inproving the ability of the people of this country to survive, in particular this
Qongressi onal Dstrict. And neither had nmuch to say about defending the peopl e
against a nuclear mssile attack. Boxer denied there was any defense possi bl e
agai nst incomng mssiles. "Any defense agai nst a mssile attack woul d ' be
destabilizing' to international relations.” Besides any anti mssile defense woul d
at best "only get half of the mssiles.” "Such a mssile systemas Sar Wrs woul d
cost $500 billion over the next ten years and besides the Hgh Frontier defense
systemwoul d cost just as nuch.” The Republican Candi date, Doug B nderup, was not
in favor of inproving our defense against a mssile attack either. nly the
Li bertarian Candi date, Howard G ei ghton, spoke in favor of inproving our defense
agai nst nuclear mssiles, saying "l always believed that the first one to capture
the high ground had the best chance."

Hgh Frontier anti-ballistic mssile defense is a different, far |ess
expensive, and a nuch nore realistic systemthan the "Sar Wrs" Systens. It is a
three step systemof defense against incomng mssiles: (a) get sone as they are
achieving early trajectory, (b) sone nore during md trajectory and, (c)as nany
nore as possi bl e as end phase of flight is in process. All of these mssile shoot-
downs woul d be with "conventional " arnanents.

National Strategy Information Center reports in 1983 and Heritage Foundation
articles in August 1984 estinate that there would be a 90% takeout of incom ng
mssiles by this progran. Heritage Foundation Bulletin on Defense earlier this
year described a cost of sonething under 1/4 billion dollars a year for three
years to equip our 15 jet fighter planes. Existing, "off the shelf" hardware
woul d be used to nmake the Hgh Frontier defense systema reality. H G FRONTI ER as
a technol ogy invol ves sending up mssiles that wll nake a direct hit on an
incomng mssile, thus ruining its targeting ability, rendering its nucl ear
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war head i noperative, and therefore non-expl osive. As we understand, the Arned
Forces have already started testing these trajectory interrupters and have proven
that they work.

Friday night Barbara Boxer stated "only 50%of incomng mssiles would be
taken out by this systemand therefore for that reason” she said she is "agai nst
any antiballistic mssile systemof this nature.” Apparently she feel s and
bel i eves that we should suffer the full aggregate of nuclear blasts and fall out
onto the popul ation of this country; no hal f-way nmeasures for her. The Republican
candidate didn't have nuch different to offer to the country as he di scussed the
sanme questi on.

It appears none of the three candi dates understood that there i s now,
currently, "conventional " hardware in the Lhited States Cepartnent of Defense that
once depl oyed and nade operati onal woul d provide "we" the citizens of the country
safety from90% (or 50% of the threat of mssiles that could well be rel eased on
this country any tinme the Bol sheviks decide it is to their personal advantage.

It could be that neither of the two major party candidates in the 6th
Gongressional Dstrict feel that the citizens of this district have any
"entitlenment” to the expectation that they deserve bei ng def ended at |east 50%
l et alone the 90%. Existing technol ogy and weapons appear to be avail abl e NO/
except Congress sees fit to subjecting us to having NC way for defending our

FREEDQV. Perhaps there are nore reasons than are evi dent for keeping our country
undef ended.

The i ncunbent objects to the defense of the country ostensibly because of
budget bal anci ng needs and the other "entitlenents" she considers so essential .

Qoponents of any and all antiballistic mssile systens do characteristically
confuse the Hgh Frontier defense systemwth the Sar Wars technol ogy.

Hgh Frontier: is presently avail abl e technol ogy, a weapon system costing
less than 1/4 billion dollars a year for three years, is fully depl oyabl e
wthin 2 years and i nvol ve NO nucl ear detonations. The new David G ant
Hospital at Travis Air Force Base will cost $250,000,000. No new beds are
bei ng added over the current nunber of beds.

The "Star Wars" technology is variously estinmated to cost 1000 to 2000
tinmes as nuch as Hgh Fontier. It involves a new undevel oped, unproven
technol ogy, but is predicted to have inproved protective potenti al
approachi ng 100% This systemwoul d not be available for at least 10 to 25
years. This of course depends on how |l ong a period our Congressional
Representatives bleed it out over.

It is our inpression that there has been an al nost systematic effort to blur
over, cover-up and obscure the differences between "Hgh Frontier" and "Sar Vars"
net hods of defendi ng, differences in cost and QRRENT AVAl LABI LITY of HH
FRONTI ERS. Qur representatives have done this, the nedia hierarchy has done this,
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the candi dates have contributed to it, and the |ist goes on.

There are organi zations that are proposi ng and advocati ng PEACE THROUXH
STRENGIH A wel | prepared person is much less likely to be nuscled up on, robbed,
strong-arned. Psychiatrists tell us that the violent person is nmuch less likely to
be viol ent when confronted by a show of no-nonsense force. Wat woul d you prefer:

PEACE THROUGH STRENGIH or WAR THROUGH WEAKNESS ?

It is obvious to Channel 4 KRON T. V. viewers on 10/28/ 84 Sunday that the
Candi dates of the 6th Gongressional Dstrict do not understand the real threat of
Soviet mssiles tous inthis district, particularly those of us living in Vallegjo
w th our next door nucl ear subnarine base. Even though the two naj or party
candi dates act |ike we are not here, we feel that we are entitled to sone real
defense protection against the mssiles surely zeroed in on us by the Bol shevik
\ér | ords.

Sone of us, perhaps mstakenly, still have the idea that one of the
functions of our governnent, big or not, is the defense of the country and an
entitlenent to this by ALL of us who live in this country, even Vallejoans. No one

inthis country, probably at us right here in the Congressional Dstricts that
ring the San Franci sco Bay.
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